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Summary: I remember it like it was yesterday. It's been five years. 
Five long, hard years. For me at least. For the rest of the village, 
life goes on. It all happened so fast. Too fast. No one had a chance 
to speak up. Not that they would have if they could. That hour, he 
made good his escape. If I had known my future, I would have joined 
him. *OC is Gustav* 


1 . Prologue 
**Save or Destroy** 

**Prologue** 

I remember it like it was yesterday. The enraged screams of the 
Nightmare. The sharp whistle of lightning and death. The so-called 
"traitor" being served his punishment. It all happened so fast. Too 
fast. No one had a chance to speak up. Not that they would have if 
they could. That hour, he made good his escape. If I had known my 
future, I would have joined him. 

It's been five years. Five long, hard years. For me at least. For the 
rest of the village, life goes on. Since his banishment, there has 
been less destruction. People seem to be relieved. Very few were 
actually affected. Of those few, I believe that it was actually his 
father that was hurt the most. Others didn't see it as much, but I 
did. Almost every day I would see his eyes take on a far off look. It 
would happen as he was heading home or going to the blacksmith's. 
Sometimes I wonder if the chief could go back and change how he 
handled it, would he? Funny, being on the sidelines helps you see 
things more clearly. Maybe that's how he discovered what was and what 
wasn ' t . 


The blacksmith himself was another one whom was much affected. He'd 
gotten quieter over the years and rarely told his loud and 
preposterous stories. And no one heard him sing. 



There was one group that I thought would be more effected than they 
were. The small group of five that was in the same generation as the 
"traitor". Truth was, they seemed hardly effected at all. 

The twins still caused havoc. Fishlegs was still a book-worm, though 
mostly kept it to himself nowadays. Snotlout was still as loud and as 
boastful as ever. Talking about how he was to be the next chief. _As 
if._ That was still up for debate since Stoick was still looking for 
someone to pass it on to. Even though Snotlout _is_ the next in line, 
he seriously needs to grow up. Most of the village had bets on the 
Hofferson girl. I would too, she's brave, smart, a good warrior, and 
a leader, except that the way she leads. It's with respect, yes, but 
how she gets that respect is what bugs me. Through fear. Only one 
person I know of didn't cower before her and that was the "traitor" 
himself. _He_ stood up to her, but with weapons made from 
_compassion_ and _kindness_. Not what Vikings are best known for. She 
didn't understand it, why this runt, this _weakling_, wasn't afraid. 
And, like a true Viking, what she didn't understand, she became 
hostile to. 

True Vikings are stubborn and that's why no one talks about _him_. 
It's also why no one talks about their feelings on the dragon raids. 
No, they haven't gotten any more intense, or any more ferocious, or 
any more frequent. No, it's worse. They _don't stop_. Took three 
hundred years, but it seems like people are finally understanding 
that we cannot simply drive them away. Every attempt to find the 
dragon's nest has failed. 

I see four ways this ends. One, we somehow, miraculously, against all 
the odds, find the nest (the same one that has eluded us for three 
hundred years) and then destroy it. Not to mention, that we have no 
idea what this place it like or how many dragons reside there or what 
kind of dragons reside there. For all we know, it could be a giant 
tar pit with a hundred eighteen-legged, one eyed, sixty horned, 
bird-winged, ale-eaters that spit boulders! So, I think that the 
likelihood for this happening is low. 

The second and third options are very similar. Either we die and they 
win or we move somewhere else and they win. Right now, at the rate 
we're going, this seems the most likely. 

The last option is one that I am headed up to discuss with Gothi 
right now. And it might be our only salvation. 

At first, when he left, I was like every other villager. I was glad 
he was gone. Besides, I had more important things to worry about. 

Like getting my mom to stop hating me. But as I tried to impress her 
with feats of daring, I just managed to get in more trouble. People 
started calling me "Hiccup the Second" or "Useless #2". That was when 
I started to see things differently. How _he_ saw them. I found that 
the charm of being a Viking was losing its gilded covering. Now I 
wanted to be what _he_ was . 

My name is Gustav. And this is the story of how I became a Dragon 
Rider . 


2. Author's Note 



Dear Readers 


I would like to say that I am extremely sorry about my prolonged 
absence on Fanfiction. The school year was really getting to me 
(being a senior in high school isn't easy) and a lot of bad things 
took place, like my best friend for the past 7 years ditching me, 
causing me to fall back into depression. Then there were a lot of new 
responsibilities that I had to take on, such as leading my church's 
high school small group, that really took up quite a bit of my free 
time . 

But I'm here to say that I am returning for the summer! During the 
previous years, I couldn't write during summers because I didn't have 
a computer. The only one that I did have was the school laptop we 
were given and the district takes those back at the end of the year. 
However, I now have an iPad, so I have a lot more writing time. So 
I'm here to tell you the new order for my writing schedule: 

1. New Discoveries 

2 . The Rite 

3. Letting Go of Control 

4. Not All That Glitters Is Gold 

The reason for this order is that the readers for "New Discoveries" 
and "The Rite" have been waiting for those for a number of years and 
I really hate keeping you guys waiting. The good news is that the 
outline for "New Discoveries" has been made and I know exactly what I 
want to do with it so, it shouldn't take too long to finish. Also, 
"The Rite" only has a couple more chapters to go until completed, 
that shouldn't take long either. 

As for the other stories not on this list, they will be completed 
because I will never abandon a story. I just haven't figured out 
which to work on first. I might have a poll up later to vote about 
it, so keep your eyes peeled! Also, update on "Accidental 
Collisions", I am going to rewrite the entire story, but I will not 
be posting it until chapters 1 through 8 are ready. After that, it 
will be a weekly update until finished. 

And one last thing readers. I do not appreciate flames or reviews 
that are there for the sole purpose of aggravation. I have the power 
to remove your reviews and I will use it if I deem it necessary. I 
write these stories for my own enjoyment and the readers are given 
permission to view them. Abuse that privilege and I will simply stop 
allowing you to see them. This includes "Guests", whom simply lack 
the guts to show their own faces when they insult someone. I recently 
had an incident with one of these and was quite put out. Now despite 
each review appearing about a month apart, it didn't take a detective 
to figure out it was the same person. So if you are reading this, GET 
LOST! Great! Got that out of my system. 

To the rest of you readers, I really appreciate you! You all are 
amazing and every time I read a review from one of you, it just makes 
my day! So thanks, and I'll get those new chapters up as soon as I 
can ! 


Keep Writing 
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P.S. There should be a new oneshot up 
"Imitation" or "Impersonation", so if 
writing, go read that. ;D 
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End 
f ile . 



